
INTRODUCTION
As the school year draws to a close

we are pleased to bring you the sixth
edition of School Connections.  

It gives us the opportunity to share
with you some of the many activities
which happened in 2009/10.  As
Principal, I am very proud of the
achievements of staff and students in so
many different fields during the year.  

I would like to thank staff, students
and others who contributed articles and
photographs for this annual report and
hope you enjoy reading about the life
and times of St. Mary’s College.

BOARD OF
MANAGEMENT

The Board of Management
consists of Moling Ryan (Chairperson),
Cathríona Brownlee, John Clancy,
Geraldine Cummins, Catherine
Fennell, Kevin Gralton, Mary Clare
Keogh, Sr. Brigid Tierney RSM. 
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ABOUT 
THE SCHOOL
St. Mary’s College is now a
Ceist Mercy Secondary School.
The Mercy sisters came to
Naas in 1839 and within a year
of their foundation, there were
over 100 pupils on roll in their
primary school.  Identifying a
need for secondary schooling
for girls in the Naas area, led to
the beginning of the first
secondary school by the
sisters in 1936.  From its
humble beginnings, St. Mary’s
has now grown to 916 pupils
and 61 teachers.  It continues
to provide a holistic education
for all pupils.  Our Head Girl
this year is  Aoife Rice and our
Deputy Head Girl is Clíodhna
MacSweeney.

The Board has responsibility for the
conduct, management and financial
administration of the school in accordance
with the ethos of the Trustees of the school,
CEIST. As well as the more general matters
ranging from employment to school upkeep,
the Board was engaged, in the past year, in
policy development (Dignity in the Workplace
and Special Needs), and planning for further
improvements in school infrastructure and
facilities as well as fundraising.  The current
Board of Management finishes its term in
October 2010.

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION
COMMITTEE 2009/2010

Catherine Hughes (Chairperson),
Deirdre Sheehy (Assistant Chairperson),
Denise Murray (Secretary), Mary Bennett
(Assistant Secretary), Justin Sheehan
(Treasurer), Karen Murdock ( Assistant
Treasurer), Ita Kenny (P.R.O.), Gemma
Morrin (Assistant P.R.O.),Kay Egan, Patricia
Gallagher, Ursula MacGabhann, Geraldine
McCormack, Nora Moloney, Audrey
Mulvey, Martina Nolan-Byrne, Ann O’Brien,
Margaret O’Sullivan, Therese O’Reilly,
Barbara Prendergast, Miriam Redmond,
Barbara Stafford and Geraldine Cummins. 

Transition Years presenting a cheque to representatives of
Nás na Ríogh Housng Association.

The Parents’ Council held two very
successful talks on ‘Nutrition and Healthy
Eating for Teenagers’ and  ‘The Art of
Communication’. A ‘Flag Day’ and bag- pack
raised much needed funds.  Members of the
Parents’ Council were also involved in
organising Saturday study for Sixth Years,
Mock Interviews for Fifth Years and helping
at the Transition Year Musical, Graduation
Mass and the Fashion Show fundraiser.  The
Parents’ Council this year was affiliated to
the Federation of Parents’ Councils in
Christian Brothers’ and other Catholic
Schools. The Council meets once a month
during the school year and holds its AGM in
September.
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TRANSITION YEAR 2009-2010
Transition Year got off to a great start with a gelling trip to

Manchester in early September, 2009. A fun day was spent in
Alton Towers followed by a tour of Old Trafford soccer stadium
and a little shopping. 

The students are working to achieve the Bronze Gaisce
Award, which involves the development of a personal skill,
community involvement and a physical recreation commitment.
In April, they completed the 25km Gaisce walk in the Wicklow
Hills, staying overnight in Glendalough Hostel.

Some students were involved in the ‘Best Buddies’
programme and throughout the year, all have been involved in
fundraising for St. Vincent de Paul, Zambia International, etc.
Other activities during the year included a Harvest Festival,
Advent Service, Retreat, Film Studies Workshop in Kairos,
Dance Workshop etc. All students completed two weeks of
Work Shadowing and one week of Community Service. They
had a very varied P.E. programme – fitness, step aerobics,
yoga, rock climbing, squash etc.

Our musical, ‘Honk!’, a modern
version of the Hans Christian
Andersen classic, ‘The Ugly
Duckling’, was staged in March.
With full houses every night, all
agreed it was a fantastic show. Its
success was due to the great effort
of staff and students involved.
Thanks to parents, friends and
patrons for all your support. 

All students were involved in
the Mini Company programme and
the Social Enterprise Action Programme (S.E.A.P.). The young
entrepreneurs attended regular enterprise workshops in the
Moat Theatre and had trade fairs in the school. There were
twelve mini-companies. Three were selected for consideration
for the Kildare County Final - Buckle Up, Cook without a Book
and Enchanted Charms. ‘ Buckle Up’ won best display on the
day. Well done to all our enterprise students. 

The Social Enterprise Action Programme final was held on
May 14th. Examples of some of the projects were - Hope,
Paint it Green, Culture Crew, S.O.S.S., Less is More, Teenage
Pregnancy, Eco Warriors, Garden of Memories, Positive
Bodies, 21st Century Grandma, Reach Out and Educate,
Healthy Eating, Remember Us, Why take the Risk and Movie
Nights.

Students completed modules in Road Safety,
Environmental Awareness and Law. They visited Naas District
and Circuit Courts, had trips to Croke Park, GAA Museum, RDS
ice skating rink, Ploughing Championships, Newgrange, NUI
Maynooth, the Zoo and Baltinglass Outdoor Pursuits Centre. A
busy and rewarding year will end with their graduation
ceremony on May 27th , followed by an exhibition of their work
and a prayer service.

School Connections
AWARDS

An awards night that pointed to the holistic nature of
education in St Mary’s College, was held on Friday
November 27th. This is an annual event and tribute was paid
to the award winners from the Sixth Year class of 2008-
2009.

The overriding criterion for consideration for these
awards was the girls’ ability to use their many talents. While
academic achievement was also taken into account, so also
were artistic accomplishments, sporting prowess, courage in
the face of adversity, personality and overall effort. At an
enjoyable ceremony held in the school staffroom, Principal,
Marie O’ Neill and Board of Management Chairperson,
Moling Ryan, spoke of the honour these girls brought to
themselves, to their families and to the school. They are to
be heartily congratulated and are living proof of the school’s
ethos, which encourages both talent and effort.

The girls who received awards were Aoife Corrigan,
Jenny Doyle, Orla Hanlon, Hannah Javanmard, Sandra
Lawler, Adele Morrin, Saorla O’Dowd, Anna Power and Amy
Young.

This year, to mark their outstanding contributions to the
school, special presentations were made to Sr. Mary Ryan,
Joe Clancy and Anna McMahon. 

Sr. Mary served as both teacher and Principal in St.
Mary’s. She was innovative and missionary in her work and

served the school with commitment and
dedication.

Joe Clancy was Chairperson of the Board
of Management and involved himself in school
matters above and beyond the call of duty. He
was, and still is, involved in training basketball
teams.

Anna McMahon is a P.E. teacher in the
school and her dream was to provide astroturf
playing facilities for the girls. Her passion and
energy ensured the fulfilment of this dream.

CAREERS
Careers events for Sixth Years started in September

with the year group attending the Higher Options
Conference in the RDS. This was followed, in October, by
our annual Inter Schools’ Careers Day which was held in St.
Kevin’s Community School, Dunlavin. Students had the
opportunity to attend seven seminars of their choice from a
range of over forty occupational categories. 

In October, parents and students enjoyed a seminar on
‘Opportunities at Third Level’, with presentations from the
Universities, Institutes of Technology and the PLC sector.
Throughout the year, Senior Cycle students had
presentations and career talks with guest speakers from a
range of college courses and career options. In preparation
for mock-interviews, Fifth Year students had a seminar on
‘Presentation Skills for Interviews’. The mock-interviews
took place on Monday April 26th and were a great success.
In the latter half of the year, many Sixth Years successfully
completed PLC interviews and have secured places on
courses for next year. We wish these and all our CAO
applicants, the best of luck with their continued study.
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School Musical, ‘Honk!’.
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Without the support from the school, none of this would
have been possible. Special thanks to our contact teacher Ms.
Elliott.

THE SCHOOL AMNESTY
GROUP/AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

The School Amnesty Group is made up of students from
all years, except Transition Year. Meetings are held at
lunchtime every 2/3 weeks. This has been a busy year as,
unfortunately, human rights abuses are still widespread all
over the world. The Amnesty Group has organised several
petition signings. The most recent petition was organised with
the help of the religion teachers. It involved detainees in the
Guantanamo Bay Detention Centre. We were very proud that
the Irish Government has
helped resettle two
former detainees and we
asked the Government to
use its influence with our
European neighbours to
ensure the Detention
Centre is closed. The
group also participates in
Amnesty International’s
Urgent Action Network.
Usually these cases involve young people. Publicity campaigns
have also been part of the group’s work this year. We use the
school’s intercom and posters to make our fellow students
aware of the need to promote and protect human rights. We
look forward to continuing this work in the school.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Amy Young is the

first student from St.
Mary’s College to be
awarded an All Ireland
Scholarship. Batt
O’Keeffe, Minister for
Education and Science,
presented her with the
award at a ceremony in
University of Limerick in
November 2009.

Congratulations to Anna Power and Saorla O’Dowd who
were awarded Entrance Exhibitions to Trinity College based on
their results in Leaving Certificate 2009. Congratulations also
to Sandra Lawler who got an Elite Sports Scholarship to DCU.

SCHOOL RETREATS
First Years celebrated St. Brigid’s Day with many

workshops and activities - artwork, storytelling, meditation and
sacred dance. Brigid’s crosses were made by all and the day
ended with a prayer service. Special thanks to the Meitheal
leaders for their help.

Second Years had their retreats on May 4th and 5th. Fr.
Paul Dempsey, our Chaplain, led two groups on pilgrimage
around the ancient monastic site of Glendalough. 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS
The following girls gave their time and voice to the

Student Council this year: Aoife Rice, Clíodhna MacSweeney,
Sinéad Keohane, Sadhbh Higgins, Nadine Hennessy, Alison
Prendergast, Sarah Redmond, Cara Gill, Anna Power, Lana
McDonald, Sinéad Cullen, Lauren O’Grady, Evie Sammon,
Molly Redmond, Amy Dowling, Emma Keevens, Clara Laming,
Laura Sheahan, Sydney Harper, Cheyenne Russell, Laura

Winder and
Helena Curtis.

This year we
had ‘Rag Days’
in aid of 1 to 1,
Irish Guide Dogs
Association,
Autistic/Special
Needs Unit,
Cancer

Research, Amnesty International, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
and one emergency ‘Rag Day’ for Haiti. Over €10,000 was
raised for these causes.

In December, we had our famous ‘Christmas Week’.
Between selling candy canes and our ‘Decorate a Room’
competition, we raised €1,900 for SVP. 

St. Mary’s Talent Show was a wonderful success this year,
featuring singing, gymnastics and much more. In first place,
singing her own song to win €200 prize money, was our own
Amy O’Kelly, Sixth Year. All proceeds from the night went to
Nás na Ríogh Housing Association.

Thank you to Ms. Elliott and Ms. Fennell for their time and
work with the Student Council. Thanks also to the students
who supported our charity events this year.

MEITHEAL
Meitheal is a project in which senior students are selected

and trained, by diocesan personnel, to mentor First Year pupils.
The aim of Meitheal is to ease the transition of pupils from
primary to secondary education.

In May 2009, over seventy Fifth Year students applied to
be part of the Meitheal team. The twelve girls chosen were
Chloe Campbell, Laura Quirke, Shelly Ann O’Dea, Amy Nolan,
Niamh Russell, Gillian Heavey, Mary McDermott, Carrie
O’Brien, Orla Fitzpatrick, Emer Caplice, Clodagh McDonald and
Ruth Healy.

Throughout the year the Meitheal team visited the First
Year classes, during lunch hour, to advise and listen or just stay
for a friendly chat. The team organised a wide variety of
activities and events for the First Years; Halloween fancy dress
party, table quiz, liturgical service and a disco in conjunction
with Naas, CBS Meitheal team.
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The Student Council.

Meitheal Team.

Amy Young receiving her scholarship.

Amnesty Group.
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Third Years were treated to a wonderful retreat day in
November. Team-building games, meditation, a music
workshop, timelines and a prayer-service were included in
the programme. Evaluations afterwards revealed that the
team were “enthusiastic and fun”.

Fourth Years travelled to the Emmaus Centre for their
retreats on February 9th and 10th.  Feedback afterwards
testified to a very focused day, in which discussion and
meditation played a very large part. 

Fifth Years were visited by the “Mustard Seed” team,
for a day-long retreat, in January. Lively discussions, role-
play, meditation and games were part of the experience.

Finally, in October, Sixth Years went to Castletown in
Co. Laois. Activities included an exploration of their
journey through life to date, as well as a focused and
optimistic look to the future, in which good relationships,
hope and courage will all play their part. 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL TOURS
Ski Tour

During the February mid-term, twenty one Fifth Year
students headed off on a ski trip to the stunning Italian
Dolomities. We based ourselves in the beautiful mountain
town of Folgana where we stayed in the Hotel Vittoria, on
a half board basis. Most of the girls had never skied
before but after lessons twice daily, over six days, they
were skiing very well. We had a wonderful trip and
managed to squeeze in a visit to Verona as well. The girls
loved the whole experience and their introduction to an
activity, with wonderful health benefits, that can be
enjoyed at any stage of life, with friends and family.

German Trip
On March 26th thirty students from Fifth and Sixth

Year and three teachers travelled to Koblenz. It was an
activity-filled four days where the girls participated in
language classes in the morning, followed by sight-seeing
in Koblenz, Rudesheim and Cologne. On Saturday
afternoon the girls travelled along the Rhine, viewing the
‘Lorelei’ and the ‘Katz und Maus’ castle. The highlight of
the trip was a visit to Cologne where the girls saw the
beautiful gothic cathedral, with its stunning architecture,
and the world renowned chocolate factory, where they
sampled such delights as Lindt chocolate. The mix of
language classes and cultural activities gave the girls a
great insight into German life. 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
St. Mary’s College Pre-Punchestown
Fashion Show

It was a night of catwalk glamour at the Keadeen
Hotel in Newbridge on Friday night, March 12th, at the
Pre Punchestown Dinner & Fashion Show in aid of St.
Mary’s Astro-turf Sports’ facilities.

Well over 300 people attended the event, led by
Apprentice judge and fashionista, Jackie Lavin. Some of
the country’s most stylish ladies came to choose their
outfit for the Punchestown festival. Close to €30,000 was
raised.
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Guests enjoyed a champagne reception followed by dinner
and a dance display by our Sixth Years. Entertainment was
provided by the Motown Singers and the grand finale was
performed by Rebecca Storm. Apprentice contestants, including
winner Stephen Reyner and Breffini Morgan, were present.
Apprentice boss, Bill Cullen, was also present as was Norma
Smurfit, Clodagh Hopkins, Audrey and John Cunningham, Aoife
Madden and many other Kildare fashionistas.

Clothes from Crave (Naas), Aria (Naas), Brownes Menswear
(Naas), Nicola Ross (Naas), Kloset (Naas) with shoes from
Fabucci and FiFi Belle (Naas), Diamonds & Pearls (Edenderry),
Khan, Diffusion and Mary Grant. Models from Celia Holman-Lee
Agency with hair by Toni and Guy, Naas. A special word of
thanks to David Mongey and Mongey Communications who
provided sound and lighting systems free of charge.

Sponsored Walk
A sponsored walk and family fun day was held on Sunday

Oct 4th. This inaugural event was a great success. Hundreds of
students turned out with their families and friends, some
wearing fancy dress, others brought their pets. They were led
by the celebrities of TV3’s Apprentice Team – Bill Cullen, Jackie
Lavin and Bill Purcell. They were also joined by former world
5000m champion, Eamonn Coughlan and Olympic boxing gold
medalist, Michael Carruth.

The aim of the event was to fundraise for the debt on our
new astro turf and outdoor sports’ facilities. Students got great
support through sponsorship cards and raised an amazing
€30,000.

Many businesses in the town gave support through
sponsorship and prizes including Mongey Communications,
Meteor Mobile, Gourmet Burger, Boots, Newbridge Silverware,
Tenors, Sizzors Hair Design, Corono Design, Storm Cinema,
Eden, Gerard Paul, Morgan Richards Hair Design, Barker &
Jones, Yum Yums, McDonald’s, Classic Image and Pizza Hut.

Thank you to all the teachers and parents for their help - a
wonderful example of co-operation and teamwork involving the
whole school community.

Both of these very successful events would not have been
possible wihtout the great work done by committee members -
Caroline O’Brien, Attracta Mongey, Ber Low, Joan Delahunty,
Gemma Morrin, Aileen Morrin, Mary Byrne, Edwina Kelly, Anna
McMahon and Marie O’Neill. 

A very special thank you to Jackie Lavin, who gave so much
of her time and expertise to both projects.

Sponsored Walk.
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